
Food for Thought
Today more than ever we are grateful and 
keenly aware that each of you who donates 
cash or food to the Monument Crisis Center 
enables us to keep our food pantry doors 
open each week and allows our programs to 
flourish.  Like so many, we are caught 
between the increasing cost of meeting our 
clients’ growing needs, and our declining 
resources. 

Our very first donors in 2003 included a local family, high school 
students, Salvation Army and Safeway Corporation, who all donated 
enthusiastically. In 2004 Starbucks took a chance and gave their first 
ever grant to a startup organization.  Soon they were joined by 
community, school and church groups; and other corporations and 
foundations include Ash, Bank of America, Dean and Margaret 
Lesher, Lowell Berry, Chevron, Firedoll, Kaiser Permanente, Thomas 
J. Long, PMI, Presidio Bank, San Francisco Foundation and many, 
many families and individuals.

One little boy on the occasion of his 5th birthday decided that instead 
of presents for his birthday he asked family and friends to bring a 
donation to the Monument Crisis Center to feed hungry people. 
When his younger sister turned 5 she followed his lead. Another 
young woman turned 16, celebrated with a huge party, and directed 
all cash gifts to the center bringing in 100 times her age! Entrepre-
neurial schoolchildren sold handmade bracelets at lunchtime and 
brought their proceeds to the center. Ambitious scouts raised money 
to buy beans and rice to bag and distribute to our families. A longtime 
high school volunteer/musician organized a successful benefit rock 
concert, “A Monumental Cause”, raising money and awareness 
through music. Some philanthropically-minded youth formed a group 
called By the Kids, For the Kids showcasing their talents in a Broad-
way revue of show tunes with students serving in all roles from writer, 
producer, director, ticket taker and cookie baker, with the proceeds 
coming to the Center.

In another original venture, UBS Financial Services employees dared 
one another to a weight loss challenge and the “losers” made signifi-
cant donations to the Center. Employees at PG&E took the competi-
tive spirit up a notch when their Concord and Walnut Creek offices 
tried to top one another in food donations, and Wells Fargo employ-
ees raised monies through in-house team building events!
Food donations, full of those staple items we need, are equally as 
creative - some arrive in large trucks, in car trunks and in shopping 
bags, full of those staple items we need. Fresh produce arrives from 
East County farms, farmers markets, backyard gardens and neigh-
borhood markets. 

In the last year alone, your donations have enabled us to distribute a 
4-day supply of food for over 76,000 people, providing almost a 
million meals to those most vulnerable. 
But we must be relentless in our requests because there are so many 
people depending on us and the need in our community is not going 
away. Please help us feed our neighbors. 
Thank you for your continued support, we need you more than ever.

Sandra Scherer

JEAN & BETTE
Bette and Jean have been friends since 1946. 
The two women have a bond like that of sisters. 
They first met at work, then became neighbors, 
raised their children together, and have experi-
enced some of the most joyous and most 
somber moments by each others side. We first 
met Bette in 2004 and have loved her ever 
since. A few years back Bette recruited Jean to 
help her at the Monument Crisis Center. Their 
main task is donating quart size zip lock bags 
and the best bingo prizes in town! Bette and 
Jean together are nothing short of magic. They 
are the liveliest and most witty 89 and 92 year 
olds you will ever meet and are filled with 
endless stories of their childhood, their children 
and time shared together.

Bette is quick to recall her first memories of the 
center; the long hours’ bagging rice and beans 
while meeting countless people. To Bette the 
joy of volunteering is the feeling of being 
needed and making a difference in other 
people’s lives. She believes that only at the 
Monument Crisis Center does one find donors 
of all ages and capabilities. To them, helping 
comes as natural as spending time with an old 
friend in a place that is like a second home.

HOLIDAY HELPINGS
Especially during the holiday season, the Monument Crisis Center is 
bustling with volunteers who love to help and donors who love to adopt! 
Since 2003 we have offered the Holiday Adopt-a-Family Program to fami-
lies who utilize the services of the Center throughout the year. This year 
the economic crisis has brought in families who never thought they would 
need our help. The Holiday preparations are well underway and we have 
accepted over 800-family and 150-senior applications. But now we need 
your HELP!  The program can’t operate without donors and volunteers.  
Our founding board member, Ginger Marsh, oversees the entire project, 
and our board treasurer, Dave Lowe, manages the Holiday warehouse. 
Our families have completed the “back to basics” applications and the 
wish lists, including one fun gift and one basic need for each child, a family 
gift like a blender or blanket, and grocery gift certificates for a holiday 
meal. The applications are processed and distributed to adopters includ-
ing individuals, families, groups, businesses, churches who shop, wrap, 
and bundle those gifts for warehouse delivery. Then energetic elves 
volunteer to deliver the packages the first two weekends of December. 
Your generosity through adoptions or volunteering gives our families a 
holiday to remember.

If you would like more information on the program and how you can get 
involved, please contact us by phone 925-825-7751 x 102 or email 
holidayprogrammcc@yahoo.com.

2350 Monument Blvd. Suite B. Concord, CA 94520
(925) 825 - 7751 | www.monumentcrisiscenter.org

COMMUNITY CUP
Thank you to everyone that helped 
make the Community Cup a great 
success! Our team took it home this 
year, we hope to see you next year 
at Community Cup 2011!

October 28, 5:30pm at our center
$40 adults • $10 children under 12

Orinda Women’s Club
FESTIVAL OF TREES

Luncheon and fashion show.
San Ramon Marriott

Thursday November 18, 11am
$85

Annual Gala
Benefitting at-risk families in 

Contra Costa County

Concord Hilton
Thursday February 3, 2011

5 - 9 pm

Tickets: $75 per person by 
December 31, 2010

$85 thereafter
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2009 CONTRIBUTIONS

These are percentages of contributions in 
fiscal year ending June 2010. This repre-
sents a 15% decrease from the prior year.

UPCOMING EVENTS

PREPAREDNESS REMINDER: In case of 
a major disaster the Center requests 

non-persishable food, and bottled water.

Ginger Marsh Holiday Program Coordinator


